Saturday 9th October – Leicester Ladies 4ths
Leicester Ladies 4ths 2-5 Charnwood Ladies 1sts

Charnwood knew that today’s game would be a tough one, against a well organized Leicester team. However the confidence within the team showed and through strong team connections and confidence the game was fast-paced and skilful. 

The game started with a fast pace, and this caught Leicester on the back foot. After only two minutes, the Charnwood attackers broke through and the Leicester defense were left with an overlap of players to mark. Charnwood were able to find a foot in the D and convert their early pressure into a penalty corner, which was well executed by Cath Drew who managed to find the back of the net. The early goal gave Charnwood confidence in their ability and again, after only 5 minutes the Charnwood team moved the ball around well again, and a quick and accurate passing routine found Lorraine Foulds unmarked in the D who slipped the ball past the keeper and into the goal making the score 2-0 to Charnwood after only 5 minutes. 

Leicester then began to apply the pressure, and were awarded several penalty corners to reward their efforts. However some excellent defending from Liz Tabrum and Vicky Ashenden meant that they came to nothing and the Charnwood team worked together to move the ball around the pitch. Charnwood were now playing to the pressure of the game, and the team confidence was high. Charnwood attacked the Leicester defense strongly again with Izzy Perry and Karen Setchell using the ball well and passing around the defenders. As the first half reached its close, the team pushed up the pitch and used the ball well but were unable to convert their advantage.

Charnwood had a fairly positive team talk at half time, and were happy with the way the game was going. Both teams came out fighting in the second half but it was the Charnwood team who managed to convert their pressure first when after about 10 minutes they converted a penalty corner. A hard ball out found Karen Setchell but the initial shots were saved and the ball fell to Vicky Blair who calmly slotted the ball into the goal.

Charnwood began to relax and therefore standards slipped, allowing Leicester to begin to play the hockey they are capable of and move the ball strongly and effectively around the pitch. Their efforts were rewarded as they managed to score two goals in the space of ten minutes, making the score 3-2 to Charnwood. Determined not to let the lead slip, Charnwood regrouped and collected themselves and began to play as a team once again. Stronger defending allowed a ball out to Annie Wiffen on the right wing, who drove the ball into the attacking half, and played a strong ball into Lorraine Foulds in the D, who turned and with a first time strike managed to find the goal near side.

Knowing that the game was theirs for the taking, the Charnwood team managed to once again step up a gear, and reverted to simple hockey, playing easy passes, cutting the Leicester team out of the game and creating lots of space for Izzy Perry who drove the ball into the D, before crossing the ball to Karen Setchell on the penalty spot who flicked the ball over the keeper for her first and the teams’ fifth. Charnwood were pleased with the result, which proved their determination to do well this season.
