Charnwood Sileby HC 1 - Loughborough Students 4th’s 1
(Students win 2-1 on penalty strokes).
 
This Mountsorrel based club saw a coming together of their two teams as they entered the County Cup competition.  Their student visitors didn’t give this composite team time to settle as they piled the pressure on from the first minute.  Stout defending lead by Captain Liz Tabrum at the back thought they had turned the tide, but the home team gave away a penalty corner in the 22nd minute.  A slick routine saw a hard low snap shot from Sarah Martindale beating the diving keeper Leanne Plummer.  More grit and determination and great tackling from player of the match Cat Wells saw Charnwood slowly begin to turn the tide, but no further score was forthcoming before half time, assisted greatly by some great shot stops by Plummer.
A spirited second half start from Charnwood put the students on the back foot, and breaks through midfield lead by Cath Drew and Jessica Syer, supported by Annie Wiffen in midfield really began to tell as they won a series of penalty corners for the team.  High shots, low drills towards the corner where all thwarted.  
A great open play break in the 66th minute saw Wiffen latch onto a loose student pass.  Running hard at the defenders she broke through the right side of midfield into the circle and a superb shot smashed into the backboards, bring deserved applause from a small home crowd.
The final 4 minutes were nervy ones for both teams but the stalemate was complete as the final whistle blew, signaling the nerve racking penalty stroke competition.  Five players from each team stepped up in turn to shred at the emotions of all.  Both keepers stretched every sinew to keep the ball out of the net, but within a few short minutes the student left with all the spoils converting 2 to Charnwoods 1.  A great game played in a super spirit.
 
 

